What is Phonics?

Phonics is a method for teaching reading and writing of the English language by
developing learners' phonemic awareness—the ability to hear, identify, and
manipulate sounds/phonemes—in order to teach the correspondence between
these sounds and the spelling patterns (graphemes) that represent them. When
a child is taught phonics, the child will be able to recognize sounds in words and
will be able to spell them correctly. Children have problem in reading because
they are not able to recognize the sounds of the letters of the alphabet in the
words they read.


Auntie Tam’s Phonics Classes

At ATEC our aim is to have fun and build confidence whilst learning! We want
your children to love learning and look forward to their next class. We use a
number of methods and structure every class a little differently because each
child learns at his/her own pace. Our ‘Group Phonics Classes’ range from 3-5
children, each at a similar stage in their learning. These days, screens are such a
big part of our childrens lives, we at ATEC feel it is important to get the children
doing as many different exercises using their hands and eyes, therefore
strengthening their eye muscles and improving their fine motor skills. 


Phonics for Littlies (3 - 4 years)

We start by introducing the children to the short vowel sounds:-

a - apple, ant

e - elephant, egg

i - igloo, ink

o - orange, octopus

u - umbrella, upsidedown 

They will learn them as single sounds and then as we introduce the Consonant/
Phoneme short sounds they will start to blend vowels and consonants/phonemes
to create words. The use of syllables when hearing or reading different words is
a fun and interactive way to encourage your children to enjoy and start exploring
new words. Your children will also be taught how to sit at a desk correctly and
hold a pencil properly. They will learn to form letters in the correct direction,
starting and finishing in the right place, in a fun and interactive way. 


Phonics 1 (4 - 5 years)

Your child/children should have an idea of the letters of the alphabet and their
short sounds. In this class we will build up their confidence when using the
short sounds and start creating simple words and then slowly introduce blending.
Sight/Camera/Key/Tricky words will be introduced so the children can start
reading short sentences. They will be encouraged to borrow books from our
library to read on their own or be read to. Handwriting will continue, ensuring
that they form all letters correctly and learn how to space words out in short
sentences, whilst sitting at the desk properly.


Phonics 2 (5 - 6 years)

By now your child/children will know all the short sounds of the alphabet, and
start becoming confident readers. This is the time to introduce digraphs which is
when you put two letters together to form a sound. This will help them to
recognise more words. eg. ee, ea, ai, ay, eigh etc. We will work on sentence
structure introducing capital letters, full stops and question marks. They will
start to write short phrases and gradually work towards writing short stories.
Handwriting will start to become more uniform and start to look a lot neater. We
will continue to read, identify and spell Sight/Camera/Key/Tricky words - this
will help them when puting phrases and sentences together. Reading should be
more fluent and all children are encouraged to borrow books from our library
and read every day.


Phonics 3 (6 - 7 years)

Every child is different, so by now their reading, writing and the spelling
foundations should be strong. Your child/children will begin to compose a
sentence orally before writing it and should leave spaces between words and
begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter, full stop, question mark or
exclamation mark. They will learn that we use a capital letter for days of the
week, months of the year, people, places and the personal pronoun. They will be
taught to use syllables to divide words when spelling and encouraged to create
longer sentences using conjunctions such as and, but, because, then etc.
Handwriting and presentation is important too, good habits can be formed from a
young age! By now some children will be reading chapter books, but please do
not be discouraged if your child/children are not. It is more important to build
their confidence and a love for reading.

